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Revercnd Sir; 


Ince I am altogether a ſtranfer to that Honourable Perſon, towhom 
your Letter 1s dedicated, I would not preſume to write my Vin- 
dication to his Lordſhip, but thought it more proper for me to ad- - 

dreſs this to your f{elf. * © | 
What I put down iin a Poſt/cripe in relation to your Sermon at Cheſter, 
hath, I perceive, given you no little diſturbance. T do not wonder at it, 
ſince few men are content or able to bear the juſteſt cenfure that can be 
paſt upon them. 

But tho” I do not wonder at your diſpleaſure, yet I do very much at 
your attempt to vindicate your ſelf in a matter that is not capable of any 
defence, as I ſhall quickly ſhew you. | 

I intend this Letter for a Vindication of my ſelf to the world, as well 
as to you, and therefore will take leave to repeat what you {aid in that 
Sermon; and what it was that T animadverted upon in my Pof#ſcript to the -— 
Anſwer to the Nubes Teftium. | 7 WA 

Inthe ſecond page of your Sermon you have theſe words 3 If I preſwme 
mot to preſent them,[ yours and your Auditours Prayers] without t aking along 
the joynt Interceſſion of the Mother of God, I follow therein the Advice of 
Sr. Auguſtin, which I addreſs'to you in his words; Let us by the moſt tender - 
Application of our whole heart, recommend our ſelves to the moſt Bleſſed Vir- 
gin's Interceſſion ; let us all, with the greateſt eagerneſs, ſtrive to obtain her 
Proteiten ; that whilſt with Aſſidzity we pay her our Devotions on Earth, fhe 
may intreat for us in Heaven by her earneſt Prayers; for undoubtedly ſhe who 
breught forth the Price of Redemption, hath the greateſt Right to intercede for 
thoſe who are redeemed, © DEE | 

This was the paſſage that I refleed upon there, ſince with a very little 
pains I found that rhae Sermon our of which you quoted rheſe expreſſions, 
was not St. Axſtizs,and therefore I ſaid in that Poſtfcripe that 1 cond not 
but conclude you guilty either of great Ignorance, or. of notorious diſingenuity,who 
world aſcribe to the venerable St, Auſtin this Notorious Forgery. + FE 

Thele Expreffions of my Poſt/cripr I do ſtill own notwithſtanding. your 
Vindication, and intend ths Letter for a Defence of-chem, and a full Con- 
ſucation of whit'you hive ſo weakly and fo ugwarily offered towards * 
the ciearing of your (elf. C9197 ;f 

You have prefaced our Zarier to that Honourable Lord with ſage 
2 * : . 
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hard words againſt the Church of England ahcat her Reformation by meer 

on ; boat her 4 , 2Htsſfron, and 2bour her waar - 
mining one third part of the 242;rier Ereext: Fam fo very defirous to come 
to the Controverſie betwirze us, that I will only tell you here, that every 
"word of what y0", have ſaid there againſt the Church #f England is yery 
b falſe, and Y*ry abſurd. 
:x bamexChake ri or thide! Reflections. upon my Lxſwrr tothe Compiler 
ofthe ; Teſtinm yy 1 will paſs/over theſe at preſent alſo, ſince I am 
abt at leifane here to;defend-that Book, arid which is more, I need; not a- 
_ gainſt what you have ſaid there. - | 

4 kr vrvy come to the Dividi of my. Aconſution againſt you, and tell 

the Wort, 1 accuſe youginft of Iryrorimee in ſaying, you followed the Ag. 
vice of Sr. \Aaſiim, nher- you Hecommented your ſelf ro the Moft Bloffed V iv- 
gins Interceſſion, | | 

- In:Anſwer rowhich1 muſt 1.50», Sir, that yon. abuſe my words indi- 

ididg em:mco. the charge of 1gnorayceabout 0G Ireree]Þou of 
ws Blefled Virgin, and Di/ingenuiry about quoting the 'Fermioras Se, Mu 
Jin, Yourdefgn Lexfly torvice, 


yt which.isto draw. me intoa Contro- 

verſyrabout invocation. of Sginrs, that $0 the heavy —_— laid - againft . 

. —"_G eicherdropt, or buried -in a multitude of words about other 
85 : 

Bus. to be plain with'yon, Sir, now you have:drawn me into the field, 
Tam reſolved fot to-berdiverted with the throwing in of other matter 
about vocation, which 1:have ſufficiently anſivered once already in my 
-Anſwer'\to:the:Compilerdf the Nubes Teftium: Tamrefolved-to finiſh-this: 
difpaceabourthe 'Sermonof St. 4uftin, before I begin any -other with- 
yois.z*. When you have'\either cleared your ſelf, or owned your obſtinate 
Miſtake, 'then I ſhall be at your ſervice either in the DEFENCE of ' my 
-Beok;*or'of my Aforber the Apoſtelical Charch of _— 

You muſt not be ahgry therefore if I throw aſide. as nothing 'to the 
bo ſe of the preſent Controverſy what you haye ſet down out of the Nw 

e« from\your thirato your ſixth'page, where was glad to find that you 
did recolle& with your ſelf that our diſpute was about hoſe words 2s ta-- 
ken out bf the thirry fifth Sermon de Sanctis : Which 1 ſaid could not be- 
St.. Auftins, but you are now refolyed todefend that ir may. 

. As tor my Arguments; you tell his Lordſhip that I borrow ſome Progfs, 
'&f rhis Confident Aſſertion [_I ſuppoſe you mean' of the Sermons nor being 
Sr. Auſtins ] of Alexandre Natalis, and add one of my own contrivance. 

Since Iam not acquainted with thar Honourable Lord;xT am- afraid you: 

will not do me the favour to tell that Lord from me, that-what you fay 


kere is verytalfs. I debanedand grew ve that Poſtſcript, an Ln it 
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to ſay what you pleaſe 


(5) 

Printed in half a day 3-1 had not-lookt into Natali Alexandre of five 
. weeks before, and.which is nore,neither looked for, or eyer ſaw one 
ſy#able inc him about that, or any other Sermon attributed to St, Aufin 
that I remember. I'muſt ownthatT have been acquainted with Natali 
HAlexanare, but it was meerly to find out the Nealings of your Fiow and 
Learned Author of the Nabes Teſtiumgwyho as IT have thewn in my Anſwer, 
did not only ſteal his whole Book, { exceptipg a Gall palſy or two), out 
of that French Hiſtorian, but ſiands excommunicated by this preſenz Pop 
or his pains, ; 

After your fa lſe account whence I had my Proofs, yaa come next to 
examine chem ſingly. 

My firſt was that the Title, a Sermon on | not #» as yau tranſlate the 
Ws ] the Feaſt of the Aſſumption does not at.atl agree to any thing that is 
near St, Aaſtins time, Þ 

You anſwer that thete is no conſequence can be drawn. from, the Title, 
fince the Title ( as I ſuppoſe your meaning is?) might haye_ been. after- 
wards added. ' But why, Sir, can there be no-conſequence drayn hence 
my deſign was not only from. there being ns Feaſt of Afſumprion then 
( which you grant) and therefore no Sermoncould be Preached on that 
Solemnity, but from there being no buief of ſuch an Aſſwrprian t 
and therefore a Sermon. on-char: ſubjeft, which this evidently. 5, cannot 
beeither St. Axſcins, 'or near hes tame, fince there Was then and long 7er 
not only no Feaſr, but »0 belief of. any {uch thing as the Aſſunprien of the- 
Bleſſed Virgin. But you endeavour to illuſtrate this ſhadow, or rather 
phantome of an Anſwer by an Inſtance. You.tell his Lordſhip Sr. Auſtins: 
fourteenth Sermon de Sandtis i allowed by all to be bi genuine work, the Tz- 
z#le whereof, is in the Feaſt of all Saints;, yet that the Taſtiturion of that Feaſt 
was much later than that Sermon, which was made for, aud preach d in the 
Solemnity of a Virgin and Martyr, _ Ap 

Snrely Sir, you thought your putting your 24me:and your ſociety tO your 
Letter W d fright che nameleſs Author, from Caring to;give one word 
of Anſwer tothar Letter, and therefore that you might take the Liberty 

din it. Without ſuch aſuppolition, I, am not able 
to reſcue'you from a more -0djous Charatter, than I am Wi ing to men- 
tion: For this is one of the falſeſt paſlages I have met with in ſo few 
words. Tos ſay St. Auftins 14th Sermon de Sanit;s i allowed by. all to be his 
germine work : *Fhis is (give me leave. to ſpeak out ) very falſe :- For-the 


Benediftines of Paris ( not to mention ow Amthors, whom I will not. in- (2)4Nyeadix 
fiſt on to prove againſt your ALL,) have thrown this, Sermor-into their 447 


£8) Or ns and ſhew that it'is a meer Centro, made up of 
pieces of Sermons. boxrowed here and there. Tor tell his Lordſhip we 


ow 


Þe I6» 
Ede Pax F 
2683. * 


(6) 


that the Title of the Sermon, is in the-Feaſt of all Saints. This' is as falſe 


as the other; for not onely in the Zowvazr, but inthe Benediine,as well 
asin Eraſmus's Edition, the Title of this fourteenth Sermon, 1s in Fefto Con- 
werſionis Santi Panli, a Sermon on the Feaſt of the Converſion of St, Paul. 


muſt confeſs Sir,that I was wholly aſtoniſhed at your aſſerting theſe things 


with ſo much aſſurance to'a Peer, and toa Peer alſo ofthe Church of Eng- 
land, and without any truth: T-lookt again and again at ir, ' and leſt it 
might be an errour of the Preſs, I logkt into the fourth, -into the rwenty 
fourth, . into the thirty fourth, into the fowty firft;, I lookt alſo into the 
ewo next Sermons before and after this fourteenth Sermon de Santis, but 
no news could I find of.your Tirle in any one of thoſe Sermons, and therefore 
muſt lay this miſtake to your own charge. | 
You hſtly tell his Lordſhip, 'that this fourteenth Sermon was made for, 
and preach'd in the ſolemnity of a Virgin and Martyr > which is as falſe as et- 
ther of the other, ſince i: certainly was -m«de for, and preach't upon St. 
Pauls Converſion. 
You next tell his Lordſhip of a far greater miſtake in this my Objeftion, 
wruch to be wondered at in / great a pretender to reading, as if (lay you ) Feaſt, 


-Or day of Afſumption in the Writings of Antients, did almoſt ever ſignify any 


thing elſe but the Day of 4 Saints Death. 

Bat pray,Sir,what is that to this Sermon,if the day of Afſimmprion do not 6- 
ver ſignify the day ofa Saints Death,why may not this be the excepriow? but 
to paſs that 3 you know very well that chat cannot be the meaning here, 
fince this Sermon ſpeaks of Afſumprion of the Bleſſed Virgin; and that it 
was the Churches Cuffom to belicve that the Virgin Mary was 01 the day of 
that ſolemnity aſſumed into Heaven. . | 

But all 'this is but to raiſe a duſt about nothing, for were the Argu- 
ment from the Title as weak as you could defire, yet what follows in my 
Puſſcript, is more- than ſtrong enough: to convince all reaſonable men 
that that Sermon could not be'St. Auſtins. | | 

I next urged againſt this Sermon, that: the Benedi&ines of Paris 1h their 
late Edition of St. Auſtin had caſt it into their Appendix as ſpiirious, and 
that they told us that intheir MS S. it wanted the name of any Author 5 bitt 
that the Divines of Louvain rold us that in ſeveral Maxuſcripts, which they uſer 
in their Edition of St. Auſtin, this Sermon de Sanctis was intuuled rv Fulber- 
rus Carnotenſis. | =o W 

This Argument you were affraid to take together.and therefore with- 


_ out ſaying 2word tothe Benediftme Manuſcripts, which: naine 0-Aubor 
For that Sermon, you think you anſwer the Lowain'M S'S, abour- its 


being intituled ro Fulberrs, by ſaying St. Ambroſe and Chryſologus's Ser- 
mons have appeared in 4 $ S, under other Authors names, But pray, . Sir, 
% har 


67) | 
».ha: would you prove from hence, becauſe fucha thing hath happenex 
to S:. Ambroſe, therefore this Sermon muſt be St. Auguſtins, becauſe princ- 
ed among hrs works, tho? ir bears not his name either in the M SS. uſed 
by the Louvain Divines, or by the Benedifines. How is it that we know 
one man's Sermor's from another's, is it not either from bhzs ſeyle, or from 
its being attributed to ſuch a perſon by the moſt and beſt Manuſcript; ? 
from one of theſe ways it is that St. Ambroſes or any other Father's Ser- 
ons are vindicated ro their true Authors, But both theſe Arguments Are 
directly againſt this Sermon's being St. = the ſtyle is dull and heavy, 
hach not any thing ike or near the briskzeſs, wit, and great ſenſe of St. Au- 
ſtin; and further the M SS. uſed by chem, give it againſt you, they 
either intitle it to 0 Author, or to Fulbertus Carnotenſis. 
_ Tho'my ments were not very weighty, yet what I next urged I 
thought would fully ſatisfy any ones ſcruples; I mean the in{ance of 1/- 
dores being quoted 1n ir, by which I ſaid ir was certain that this Sermon muſt 
bs wvictvs fer his time who lived in the beginning of the Seventh Century. 
WhatlT fay is certain here you tell his Lordſhip is wprobable. You give - 
this as one reaſon, becauſe the Author. of that Sermon ſays no Author among 
the Latins could be found, who treating of our bleſſed Ladies Death had bees 
poſitive- and. expreſs; whereas Gregory of Tours in the Sixth Age hath « 
mf full account of our bleſſed Ladies Aſſumption, and therefore the Author 
ofthis Sermon muſt have lived before Gregory, and conſequently long be-- 
fore Elbertus,of Tfidore of Sevil. But T do nor ſee this Conſequence, it is no. 
feroue to ſuppole the Author of that Sermon had never ſeen Gregory of 
ours Book, and therefore might have that expreſſion concerning no Latin 
Author treating of the Yirgin Maryes. Aſſumption : . Or we may very well 
ſuppoſe that if he had, he reckons his ſtory among thoſe : Apocryphal ones - 
Which were then writ, but reje&ed by the Church of God : And I cannot. - 
ſee how it ſhould be a fault in Falberrws torrejett Gregory of Tours ( if * 
he knew of him ) as an Apocryphal Author, and not in St. Bernard, who fo 
very long after either doubred or disbelieved ( as you own in the page be-- 
fore this) the Story of the Aſſumprion, notwithſtanding the moſt 7ul account 
; fo in Gregory. whom (with the Anthor of this Sermon ) þe either did not: 
2; Of (RE BO. FRA. 6 1te? wr et: | | 
"Your Anſwer about St, 7/dore is very ſtrange, fince tho' there were - 


never {o many 1/idores before St. Auſtin, yer can you, or dare you offer | 

to ſhew that any of them were Writers ? "Bur to drive you from this weak 

hold, we are certain that the 1ſdore quoted here is he that lived 'in the /c- 

venth Century, If you did look into the Lowwain Edition when you wrote - 

along you could not have miſt ſeeing whar bookof his-the poſſage is ta- - 
Os 
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